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OBJECT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  (quoted  from  Certificate  of 
Incorporation,  filed  May  19th,  1869;  amended  December  6th, 
1950) : “That  the  business  and  object  for  which  said  Society 
is  to  be  formed,  are  to  afford  relief  to  the  Destitute  Blind 
by  providing  a home  for  them  and  as  far  as  it  can,  procur- 
ing work  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  . . 

For  91  years  the  Society  has  been  immeasurably  aided 
through  bequests  in  its  work  of  helping  the  needy  and 
friendless  blind.  No  bequest  or  gift  can  be  too  small. 
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Our  family  of  blind  people  find  comfort  in  the  sun-dappled  graciousness 
of  the  Home's  lovely  garden. 

FOREWORD 

This  is  the  Ninety-first  Annual  Report  of  our  Society.  With 
each  additional  year  our  debt  grows  greater  to  the  friends  whose 
support  has  brought  us  thus  far  in  the  service  of  needy  blind 
people  and  to  those  who  are  now  enabling  us  to  move  with  con- 
fidence into  our  Home’s  tenth  decade. 

The  Home’s  91-year  span  takes  us  back  to  1869 — just  four 
years  after  the  end  of  the  Civil  War.  Even  in  those  troubled 
times  and  in  the  infancy  of  American  voluntary  philanthropy, 
our  founders  had  the  faith  to  set  for  the  Society  a goal  of  con- 
tinuing shelter  and  security  for  blind  people  without  means  of 
their  own. 

This  Report  is  at  once  an  expression  of  thanks  to  all  who 
have  in  any  way  helped  us  fulfill  that  mission  and  an  account  of 
the  benefits  our  friends  made  available  to  our  blind  men  and 
women  during  the  twelve  months  ended  on  September  30,  1959. 

HENRY  PARISH  II 
President 


Our  Home’s  91st  Year 


At  the  end  of  our  91st  fiscal  year,  which  ended  on  September 
30,  1959,  there  were  seventy-nine  blind  men  and  women  residing 
in  our  Home  for  the  needy  blind.  Five  new  residents  were 
welcomed  and  seven  of  our  elderly  blind  people  died  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 

The  friends  whose  support  helped  provide  another  year  of 
care  and  shelter  for  our  blind  men  and  women  have  cause  for 
gratification  at  the  good  their  gifts  achieved  during  the  year. 

Our  blind  people’s  long  residence  in  our  Home,  averaging 
16  years  for  those  now  with  us,  is  naturally  reflected  in  a high 
average  age  at  this  time.  We  believe  the  long  life  span  of  76 
years  already  achieved  by  those  now  living  at  the  Home  is  not 
an  accident  but  is  rather  the  result  of  their  sense  of  security 
and  the  meticulous  individual  care  each  has  received,  thanks  to 
the  help  of  our  friends,  past  and  present. 

As  we  have  pointed  out  in  successive  Annual  Reports  in 
recent  years,  this  most  welcome  evidence  of  well-being  among 
the  blind  people  who  have  turned  to  us  for  a lifetime  home 
and  protection  has  inevitably  had  its  effect  upon  the  operation 
of  the  Home.  It  is  another  cause  for  gratitude  that  our  friends 
over  the  years  have  put  into  our  hands  the  means  to  provide 
the  even  more  specialized  and  more  personalized  care  these 
blind  people  have  now  come  to  require  in  their  advanced  years. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  most  of  our  blind  people  continue 
to  lead  active,  interested  lives.  We  have  set  no  age  limit  for 
admission  to  the  Home,  and  it  has  in  no  sense  become  a nursing 
home  with  the  increase  in  age  of  its  blind  family.  Health  care, 
as  described  elsewhere,  still  remains  primarily  preventive  in 
character. 
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What  the  Home  Provides  for 
Its  Needy  Blind  Residents 


Our  friends  will  understand 
more  clearly  what  their  help 
means  when  they  recall  that 
everything  at  the  Home  is  free, 
including  admittance.  Since 
our  goal  is  to  provide  health- 
ful, well-rounded  living  for 
our  blind  family,  life  at  the 
Home  is  as  nearly  as  possible 
like  that  in  a normal  private 
home,  with  individual  freedom 
A corner  in  the  Home’s  chapel  respected  and  with  only  such 

regimentation  as  is  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  our  blind  residents. 


Wholesome,  well-prepared  food  is  always  served  at  the 
Home.  It  is  not  only  necessary  now  for  our  elderly  blind  people 
but  the  importance  placed  upon  it  in  the  past  is  perhaps  partly 
responsible  for  the  longevity  and  general  good  health  of  our 
blind  men  and  women.  Meals  are  carefully  planned  to  provide 
well-balanced  nourishment.  Fresh  fruits,  frozen  and  fresh  veg- 
etables, fish,  and  the  better  cuts  of  meat  are  served  regularly. 


Comfortable  living  quarters,  with  the  desired  degree  of 
privacy,  are  considered  a basic  need  of  our  blind  people.  Single 
bedrooms  are  available  for  some  of  our  oldest  residents.  Many 
others  enjoy  the  companionship  of  roommates,  who  are  assigned 
to  assure  congeniality  and  common  interests.  Each  bedroom  is 
equipped  with  a radio,  and  no  room  is  occupied  by  more  than 
two  blind  residents — there  are  no  dormitories. 
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In  the  Home’s  occupational  therapy,  more  stress  is  being 
placed  upon  individual  hobbies  and  skills  because  the  present 
age  of  our  residents  is  too  high  to  permit  of  a rigorous  work- 
shop schedule.  The  Home  provides  whatever  material  and 
equipment  that  may  be  required  in  order  for  our  blind  men  and 
women  to  pursue  an  occupational  interest.  Two  public  sales 
were  held  during  the  course  of  the  year,  as  usual,  in  May  and 
December,  at  which  times  our  residents  welcomed  old  friends 
and  entertained  them  at  tea.  The  rewards  of  the  Home’s 
occupational  therapy  are  great  in  morale  and  in  mental  and 
emotional  health.  Among  the  activities  engaged  in  are  basket 
weaving,  leather  work,  caning  chairs,  rush-weaving,  rug 
making,  pottery  modeling,  mattress  renovating,  needle  work, 
and  knitting. 


Reading  aloud  to  a roommate  from  literature  in  Braille. 


Health  care  at  the 
Home  receives  a great 
deal  of  attention.  As 
stated  earlier,  it  is 
largely  preventive  in 
nature,  with  regular 
physical  check-ups  and 
early  attention  to 
minor  ailments.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Home’s 
infirmary  is  well 
equipped  and  staffed  to 
take  care  of  most  of 
the  residents’  illnesses. 
Besides  the  attending 

physician,  there  are 
Two  occupational  therapy  hobbies:  leather  four  registered  and 

goods  and  pottery.  four  pracdcal  nurses. 

The  Society  pays  for  outside  hospitalization,  examinations, 
and  consultation  when  recommended  by  the  Home’s  physician. 

Regular  worship  in  the  blind  residents’  respective  religions 
is  available  to  them.  The  Home  receives  warm  cooperation 
from  nearby  churches  and  synagogues  in  the  form  of  guides, 
transportation,  and  hospitality.  Informal  services  are  also  held 
weekly  in  the  Home’s  chapel.  For  our  blind  people  who  are  too 
old  or  too  ill  to  attend  outside  services,  basic  rites  in  their 
various  faiths  are  performed  at  the  Home. 

Of  all  the  phases  of  life  at  the  Home,  recreation  and  social 
activities  are  among  the  most  difficult  to  describe  in  limited 
space.  These  activities  range  all  the  way  from  a gathering  of 
two  or  three  blind  people  around  a bedroom  radio  to  mass 
musical  and  other  entertainment  by  large  outside  groups.  Our 
Card  of  Thanks,  on  the  inside  back  cover,  conveys  some  idea  of 


6 


their  scope.  Sports  broadcasts  are  popular  among  the  men  and 
the  Home’s  roomy  garden  is  a mecca  for  our  blind  people  in  fine 
weather.  Groups  band  together  to  listen  to  “talking  book” 
recordings.  Attractive  surroundings  are  provided  for  visits  by 
friends  and  relatives,  and  many  of  our  blind  people  are  enter- 
tained in  private  homes.  Holidays  are  celebrated  with  real 
festivity,  and  summer  vacations  are  available  for  all  who  wish 
them.  One  of  the  rewards  reaped  by  our  staff  at  the  Home  is 
the  heart-warming  sense  of  humor  and  the  zest  for  fun  and  good 
times  which  our  blind  people  show.  We  believe  their  interest 
and  enjoyment  spring  from  their  sense  of  well-being  and  from 
their  feeling  of  safety  and  security. 


The  spacious  living  room,  where  visitors  are  welcomed. 
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Some  of  Those  You  Helped 

“In  Thy  light  shall  we  see  light  . . (Psalms  36:9) 

In  our  Annual  Report  preceding  this  one,  we  gave  brief  out- 
lines of  the  lives  of  some  of  the  blind  people  your  gifts  had 
helped,  in  an  effort  to  make  clearer  what  the  protection  and 
care  they  found  at  the  Home  meant  to  them. 

At  that  time  we  explained  that  we  were  describing  the  lives 
of  those  who  had  died  in  the  course  of  that  year,  because  the 
record  of  service  to  them  was  closed  and  could  be  more  accu- 
rately evaluated  in  its  entirety. 

We  can  think  of  no  better  way  to  bring  home  to  you  again 
this  year  a realization  of  the  good  achieved  by  the  gifts  and 
bequests  of  our  friends  than  to  tell  you  something  of  the 
Home’s  record  of  service  to  the  seven  elderly  blind  people  who 
died  during  the  year  covered  by  this  report. 

This  year,  however,  we  are  limiting  ourselves  to  bringing 
you  miscellaneous  data  in  regard  to  these  former  blind  resi- 
dents, since  the  number  of  deaths  was  unusually  high,  due  to 
advanced  age. 

Of  the  seven  who  died  during  the  year — four  men  and  three 
women — one  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age  and  one  was  seventy- 
six.  The  ages  of  the  remaining  five  averaged  eighty-six  years 
and  eight  months  at  death.  We  like  to  think  that  their  long 
lives  were  partly  the  result  of  the  devoted  care  they  received 
at  the  Home. 

One  of  the  women  who  died  resided  in  the  Home  for  two 
separate  periods.  She  withdrew  for  a time,  when  a private 
home  became  available  for  her,  but  later  returned  following  a 
crippling  injury. 
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The  remaining  six  blind  men  and  women  who  died  during 
the  year  and  who  lived  in  the  Home  continuously  from  the 
time  of  their  admittance  until  their  deaths  averaged  seventeen 
and  one-half  years  of  residence  each. 

We  like  to  recall  that  the  life  of  each  of  these  blind  people 
was  free  of  the  fear  of  insecurity  from  the  time  they  entered 
the  Home.  They  knew  they  had  a home  with  us  for  as  long 
as  they  lived,  in  wholesome,  comfortable  surroundings,  both 
indoors  and  out.  Among  them  was  a woman  who  had  formerly 
been  employed  at  the  Home. 

One  of  the  men  who  passed  away  was  a graduate  of  one  of 
our  eastern  universities,  class  of  1891.  He  was  well  advanced 
in  years  when  his  eyesight  began  to  fail.  He  had  been  a suc- 
cessful business  man,  but  had  spent  his  entire  savings  over  a 
period  of  years  in  an  effort  to  save  his  sight.  When  he  was 
finally  admitted  to  the  Home  in  1944,  he  found  the  companion- 
ship of  one  of  his  college  classmates,  who  was  already  living 
with  us.  After  coming  to  us  he  continued  his  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  university  and  the  activities  of  his  classmates. 
He  was  approaching  ninety-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Only  these  seven  blind  people  themselves  could  ever  appre- 
ciate fully  what  the  shelter  and  protection  of  the  Home  for 
such  a large  part  of  their  lives  meant  to  them.  But  it  requires 
no  great  imagination  for  any  of  us  to  understand  that  the 
good  our  friends  made  possible  for  these  people,  blind  and  in 
need,  was  very  great  indeed. 

We  close  thij  Report  with  a further  expression  of  grati- 
tude to  all  those  who  are  helping  us  provide  similar  benefits 
for  the  blind  people  who  are  still  with  us. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958-1959 


President 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 


Lawrason  Riggs 


Vice-Presidents 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 


Treasurer 

John  Brooks 

O’Donnell  Iselin 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

Lawrason  Riggs 


Assistant  Treasurer 
John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Finance  Committee 
John  Brooks 

Auditing  Committee 


Secretary 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr, 
Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 
Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 
Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 


Lata  Committee 
Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 


Executive  Committee 
John  Brooks,  Chairman 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr.  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 
John  C.  Orr,  Jr.  The  President,  Ex  Officio 


Attorneys 

Benedict  and  Hurry 
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Trustees 


A.  Gifford  Agnew 

Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 

John  Brooks 

Stephen  C.  Clark 

George  Crawford 

Winthrop  S.  Emmet 

O'Donnell  Iselin 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Lawrason  Riggs 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 


...205  E.  66th  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

20  Broad  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

....ICO  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
...149  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
...7  East  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

43  Broad  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

.40  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 
...60  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  Chy 

....42  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  Ci.y 
74  Trinity  Place,  N.  Y.  City 
25  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
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PAST  OFFICERS 


Presidents 

Rev.  Eastburn  Benjamin 1868-1874 

Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts 1874-1884 

Charles  H.  Leland 1884-1890 

Edwin  S.  Coles 1890-1896 

Hon.  Henry  E.  Howland 1896-1913 

William  Foulke 1913-1920 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1920-1944 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1945-1950 

George  Crawford 1950-1953 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1953- 

V ice-Presidents 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  McVickar 1871-1873 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  B.  Wyatt 1871-1872 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  E.  Swope 1872-1873 

D.  Lydig  Suydam 1873-1878 

G.  W.  T.  Lord 1873-1874 

1878-1881 

N.  P.  Hosack 1874-1878 

Townsend  Cox 1878-1883 

F.  H.  Weeks 1881-1886 

B.  F.  Corlies 1883-1886 

W.  W.  Culver 1886-1892 

E.  S.  Coles 1889-1891 

J.  McCarter 1891-1893 

H.  Manuel 1892-1894 

Hon.  H.  E.  Howland 1893-1896 

Lyman  Rhoades 1894-1907 

Mai.  Gen.  C.  F.  Roe 1896-1913 

Archibald  D.  Russell 1907-1913 

Frederic  deP.  Foster 1903-1929 

Howland  Pell 1913-1928 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1929-1944 

Edmund  P.  Rogers 1928-1948 

Lucius  Wilmerding..  1945-1949 

O’Donnell  Iselin 1948-1950 

1956-1959 

Walter  N.  Stillman 1949-1956 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1950-1953 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1953- 

Lawrason  Riggs 1959- 
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Secretaries 


Edwin  S.  Coles 1871-1891 

James  McCarter 1891-1893 

Henry  J.  Cammann 1893-1903 

C.  A.  Schermerhorn 1903-1914 

Charles  C.  Bull 1914-1924 

Lawrason  Riggs 1924-1950 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1950-1953 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 1953- 

Treasurers 

Horace  Manuel  1871-1896 

Henry  C.  Swords 1896-1914 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1914-1917 

1919- 1920 

Frederic  F.  de  Rham 1917-1919 

1920- 1931 
1935-1938 

H.  Pendleton  Rogers 1931-1935 

John  Brooks  1938- 

Assistant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 1955- 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Fiscal  Year  October  1,  1958— September  30,  1959 

Income  From  All  Sources: 

Investments  $165,336.15 

Remittances  from  Trusts  Not  Administered  by  Society 37, 900. 5o 

Contributions  39,603.04 

Workshop  2,237.4a 

$245,077.17 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Home  Management,  Housekeeping,  Operation  of  Building....  $ 45,430.86 

Provisions,  Including  Preparation  and  Service 48,572.98 

Fuel,  Gas,  Electricity 12,810.51 

House  Supplies  5,225.30 

Physician  and  Nurses 28,107.38 

Medical  Supplies  and  Outside  Hospital  Service 6,413.45 

Workshop  - - 7,982.49 

Building  Maintenance  and  Repairs 61,284.53 

Fiduciary,  Legal,  and  Auditing  Fees...  6,903.60 

Insurance  3,994.84 

Pensions  and  Payments  to  Cooperating  Agencies 5,509.50 

Social  Security  2,963.60 

Hospitalization  Insurance  1,660.48 

Public  Relations  11,552.21 

Office  and  House  Furniture.. 5,238.44 

Various  7,039.69 

$260,689.86 

Excess  of  Operating  Expenses  Over  Income ...  $ 15,612.69 


Should  you  wish  more  information  about  the  Society’s  financial 
statement,  please  write  Mr.  John  Brooks,  Treasurer, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  15,  N.  Y. 
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MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  HOME 


Miss  Lillian  T.  MacKinnon Director  (FOrdham  7-2085) 

Mrs.  Helena  Mc\  ey \]/ orkshop  Supervisor 

Miss  E.  Julia  McCauley Nurse  in  Charge 


i 

Attending  Physician 
Herbert  B.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  Attending  Physician  is  on  the  staff  of  Columbia  Presby- 
terian Medical  Center  and  whenever  necessary  calls  upon  special- 
ists from  the  Medical  Center  staff  for  consultation. 

A 

V isitor 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Horace  W.  B.  Donegan,  D.D.,  S.T.D. 

The  Bishop  of  New  York 
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Chaplains 

Rev.  Harry  R.  Coleman 
Rev.  Lawrence  B.  Larsen 
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NEW  BEQUESTS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1959 


Estate  of  Sophie  H.  Lee $34,947.19 

Estate  of  Bertha  A.  Lehmann 18,500.23 

Estate  of  Albert  E.  Gans 800.00 

Estate  of  Zillah  Jacobs 15,074.65 

Estate  of  John  A.  Hofner 187.97 

Estate  of  Moses  Charles  Migel 1,000.00 

Estate  of  Lillie  G.  Phoenix 37,868.42 


$108,378.46 

Have  you  thought  of  remembering  our  Society  in  your  will? 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY" 

the  sum  of  Dollars 

for  use  of  said  Society. 
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A CARD  OF  THANKS 


Our  Annual  Report  each  year  is  in  effect  a message  of 
appreciation  to  all  the  friends  who  make  possible  the  oper- 
ation of  our  Home  for  blind  people  in  need.  Most  of  these 
friends,  scattered  throughout  the  Metropolitan  New  York 
area,  play  their  part  through  their  financial  support. 

There  are  other  friends,  fewer  in  number  but  still  too 
numerous  to  list  by  name,  who  find  themselves  in  position 
to  contribute  in  other  ways  to  the  well-being  of  those  who 
reside  in  our  Home.  To  these  latter — individuals,  religious 
congregations,  other  social  agencies,  high  school  groups, 
clubs  and  other  organizations — this  additional  word  of 
thanks  is  addressed. 

We  are  grateful  that  through  their  thoughtful  generosity 
the  lives  of  our  blind  people  are  enriched  by  literature  and 
instruction  in  Braille  and  by  recorded  “talking-books”;  by 
the  friendly  services  of  guides  and  shoppers  and  the  pro- 
vision of  transportation;  by  musical  and  other  entertain- 
ment at  the  Home;  and  by  personal  entertainment  in  private 
homes,  frequent  treats  of  refreshments,  and  birthday  and 
holiday  remembrances. 

Sincere  thanks  are  extended,  too,  to  the  anonymous  print- 
ing firm  which  for  many  years  has  provided  our  Annual 
Report  without  cost  to  the  Society. 


Visitors  to  the  Home  Are  Always  Welcome. 


